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Norris Electric Cooperative students 
join national electric co-op  
Youth to Washington Tour
 What do you get when 34 students 
from 16 Illinois electric and telephone 
cooperatives join 1,000 of their peers 
across the United States? You get the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) Youth to 
Washington Tour!
 Two students from Norris Electric 
Cooperative service territory were 
selected from a diverse group of 
applicants to represent their cooperative 
and enjoy an all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. from June 17-24 as 
part of the annual Youth Tour. 
 The 2022 Youth Tour delegates from 
Norris Electric included: Caitlyn Drury 
from Palestine and Jackson Parcel from 
Martinsville.  
 The students visited Capitol Hill and 
met with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin. 
They also visited historical and cultural 
sites including Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Supreme Court, the White 
House, a variety of memorials and the 
U.S. Capitol. Among fun activities the 
students enjoyed were an assembly of 
more than 1,000 Youth Tour participants 
from across the nation.
 “Youth Tour is a great opportunity 
that changes these students’ lives,” says 
Tamara Phillips, manager of Norris 
Electric. “This experience helps prepare 
them for their futures. After touring our 
nation’s capital, meeting congressional 
representatives and learning firsthand 
how our government works, they return 

home with valuable knowledge and 
memories that will last a lifetime.”
 Since 1964, the nation’s cooperative 
electric utilities have sponsored more 
than 60,000 high school students to 
visit Washington, D.C., talk one-on-one 
with their U.S. congressional delegations 
and learn from energy and grassroots 
government education sessions. NRECA 
is the national service organization 
representing the nation’s more than 900 
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives, which provide service to 42 
million consumer-members in 47 states. 

Students pictured with Senator Durbin
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SHARE 
the ROAD 

with Farmers

Share the road with 
care. Farmers are just 

trying to get to and 
from their job, too.

Source: Texas Table Top
 (Texas Farm Bureau)
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Be alert and cautious, and give large farm 
equipment and other slow-moving vehicles space.

Do not pass if you are in a “No Passing Zone,” 
or in any area where it is not safe to do so, such 
as intersections, bridges and railroad crossings, 
among others.

Do not tailgate. 

Be careful when you do get the chance to pass. 
Oftentimes, farmers will move their equipment 
over when it is safe to do so.

Make sure the tractor is not trying to make a left 
turn before you pass on the left.

When you find yourself following or meeting large 
farm equipment on the road, do the following

to keep everyone safe:

Farm season means sharing the road 
with large farm equipment. Farmers 
must move slowly in large equipment, 
but public roads are often the only 
available routes. 

Be safe.
Be Courteous. Outage 

Information Center:
 We work hard year-round to deliver reliable 
service, but when big storms strike and dam-
age equipment, outages can result. When they 
do, our entire focus is to safely and quickly 
restore your service. There are three ways our 
members can report their outage:

1.	 Call 877-783-3221

2.	 Text your outage. If you prefer to 
report your outage via text, your  
cell phone number has to be on your 
account. You will then complete a  
short registration process at  
www.norriselectric.com. Once that is 
complete, you will be able to text your 
outage in. You will also receive a text 
when your electric is restored!!

3.	 Use our App. If members have a 
smart phone, you can download our 
app and report your outage. 

View Outages
 Members are able to view Norris Electric’s 
outage map by logging on to our website at 
www.norriselectric.com or by opening the 
Norris app. By viewing the map it will give 
members an idea of where the outages are 
and how many members are affected.

Outage Updates
 Facebook/Twitter – Be sure to like us on 
Facebook and Twitter to receive current out-
age information and updates. (Please do not 
use social media or email to report an outage 
because this is not monitored 24/7)



	 AUGUST 2022  •  ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING	 18C

Electrical 
Safety Tips 
for Hunters 

We encourage all mem-
bers to be aware of 
electrical equipment 
while hunting. Keep 
these safety tips in 
mind as you enjoy the 
great outdoors.

•	Keep clear of electri-
cal equipment.

•	Do not shoot at or 
near power lines or 
insulators.

•	Know where power 
lines and equipment 
are located where 
you hunt.

•	Be vigilant in wooded 
areas where power 
lines may not be as 
visible.

•	Never place deer 
stands on utility 
poles.

•	Never place decoys 
on power lines 
or other utility 
equipment.



Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

An easy way to save 
energy is to seal 
air leaks and holes 
where plumbing 
pipes run through walls 
in your home. You 
can also check wall-
mounted cabinets for 
plumbing holes or air 
gaps in the back. 

Fill any holes or gaps 
with spray foam. Wear 
protective gloves and 
use a damp rag for 
cleanup.  
 
Source:  

Dept. of Energy
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Help keep our  
crews safe
 Orange road signs are not just for highway 
construction zones; they also apply to utility 
work zones. Slowing down before entering work 
zones helps save lives, including the lives of our 
crew members, who must often work roadside to 
maintain or restore power. 
 Cars or trucks that go too fast not only endanger 
workers on the ground. Driving too fast or not 
moving over can also put a lineworker who is 
working high up in a bucket in serious danger by 
causing it to move or sway into high-voltage lines.
 Please, take extra care in work zones. Our 
crews and their families thank you.


